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PREFACE. 


In  order  to  popularise  and  disseminate  a 
proper  knowledge  of  medical  and  curative 
electricity,  I  recently  delivered  a  lecture  at  the 
Inns  of  Court  Arbitration  Room  to  a  large 
number  of  journalists  and  other  representative 
gentlemen. 

The  great  favour  with  which  this  lecture  was 
received  at  the  time,  and  the  very  flattering 
manner  in  which  it  was  noticed  in  many  of  the 
leading  popular  journals,  induces  me  to  believe 
that  a  reproduction  of  the  lecture  and  discus¬ 
sion  which  took  place  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
public  and  profession  at  large. 

With  the  lecture  I  also  append  a  short 
description  of  the  batteries  which  I  have 
proved,  after  many  years’  practical  experience, 
to  be  most  efficacious,  and  also  the  methods  in 
which  they  should  be  applied  in  special 
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diseases.  A  few  out  of  many  cases  of  remark¬ 
able  cures  which  I  have  seen  brought  about  by 
means  of  electricity  will  also  be  of  general 
interest,  and  afford  instruction  to  the  student. 

I  do  not  claim  for  either  electricity  or 
galvanism  the  merit  of  being  a  panacea  for  all 
the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to. 

I  do,  however,  affirm  most  emphatically  that 
the  art  and  science  of  curative  electricity  has 
been  neglected  by  the  medical  profession 
generally,  and,  in  consequence,  the  public  have 
suffered  greatly.  The  more  the  application  of 
electricity  is  studied,  the  more  will  the  world  at 
large  become  impressed  with  the  vital  import¬ 
ance  of  employing  this  invaluable  curative 
agent  and  prophylactic  more  extensively.  I 
issue  this  little  brochure  in  the  full  hope  that  it 
will  tend  to  the  attainment  of  this  desirable 
object. 

HARRY  LOBB,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

31,  Sackville  Street,  Piccadilly. 
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THE  LECTURE. 


Gentlemen,- — The  object  in  my  calling  you 
together  here  to-day  is  to  endeavour  to  remove 
from  your  minds  (and  through  you  to  influence 
the  public)  certain  misconceptions  as  to  the 
value  of  electricity  as  an  agent  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  and  cure  of  certain  diseases.  For  reasons 
which  I  will  not  now  indicate,  there  is  a  feeling 
in  this  country,  held  chiefly  by  the  medical 
profession,  against  the  use  of  electricity  as  a 
curative  agent.  This  is  not  so  in  France, 
Germany,  or  America.  In  France  Dr. 
Duchenne,  in  Germany  Dr.  Remak,  and  in 
America  a  very  large  number,  have  so  dealt 
with  this  subject  that  the  medical  profession  not 
only  sanction  its  use,  but  a  very  large  number  em¬ 
ploy  it  with  judgment  and  have  a  fair  knowledge 
of  the  science  ;  in  this  country,  since  the  death 
of  Dr.  Golding  Bird,  who  took  the  question  up 
con  amore,  and  established  a  ward  for  its  use 
and  application  in  Guy’s  Hospital,  no  English¬ 
man  has  devoted  himself  to  medical  electricity. 
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Twenty  years  ago,  at  the  suggestion  and  re¬ 
quest  of  Sir  Charles  Locoek,  I  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medical  electricity.  I  had  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  great  judgment  to  aid  me,  and, 
selecting  those  cases  adapted  for  treatment  out 
of  his  then  extensive  practice,  and  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  him,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  curing  a 
very  large  number  of  otherwise  incurable  cases, 
and  affording  gratification  to  some  of  the  first 
families  in  England.  Some  of  these  cases  will 
be  found  recorded  in  my  pamphlet,  “  Curative 
Electricity.”  Owing,  however,  to  the  retire¬ 
ment  and  subsequent  death  of  Sir  Charles,  I 
lost  the  advantage  of  his  recommendation,  and 
have  since  had  to  battle  with  many  and  great 
prejudices  and  discouragements  unaided.  I 
hope,  however,  eventually  to  see  a  school  of 
medical  electricity  arise  in  this  country,  whereat 
the  rising  generation  of  medical  practitioners 
may  obtain  that  instruction  which  they  are 
now  seeking  for,  but  cannot  find.  With  these 
few  preliminary  remarks,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  describe  the  batteries  I  recommend,  and 
these  are  three  : — 

i.  The  large  surface  voltaic  pile,  for  surgical 
purposes. 
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2.  The  constant  current  voltaic  pile,  for  medical 

purposes. 

3.  The  electro-magnetic,  or  magneto-electric 

battery. 

1.  This  pile  is  composed  of  large  surfaces, 
so  as  to  produce  a  current  that  will  cause  a 
red  or  white  heat  in  a  platinum  wire,  to  be 
used  for  cauterising  wounds,  for  burning  away 
portions  of  flesh,  tumours,  &c.,  for  dividing 
tissues  without  loss  of  blood,  &c. 

2.  This  pile  consists  of  a  series  of  cells 
voltaically  arranged  in  groups  of  five,  up  to 
forty.  It  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  will  act 
for  any  length  of  time,  and  is  guaranteed  for 
twelve  months.  It  requires  no  attention,  no 
addition  of  acid,  or  cleaning.  It  is  compact 
and  portable,  as  you  see,  and,  as  a  constant 
current  battery,  is  quite  perfect. 

Experiment  (No.  I.) — The  decomposition  of 
water  into  its  component  gases,  oxygen  and 
hydrogen,  with  five  cells,  ten,  and  increasing  up 
to  forty  cells,  was  here  shown,  and  proved 
by  the  quantity  of  the  gases  given  off  the 
amount  of  the  electro-motive  force  which  was 
employed.  This  battery  is  used  in  cases  of 
neuralgia,  where  we  wish  to  depolarise  the 
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nerve;  also  in  some  cases  of  paralysis,  in 
rheumatic  gout,  in  all  cases  in  which  nerves 
of  special  sense  are  affected,  as  those  of  sight, 
hearing,  taste,  and  smell,  and  is  perhaps  the 
most  useful  form  of  battery  when  only  one  is 
employed ;  but  every  medical  practitioner  re¬ 
quires  at  least  two  batteries-— this  constant 
current  one,  and  No.  3,  which  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  describe. 

3.  This  battery  is  a  perfect  electro-magnetic 
arrangement.  It  is  worked  by  a  small  bichro¬ 
mate  of  potash  element.  It  is  extremely 
portable,  very  energetic,  easily  regulated,  and 
is  capable  of  all  the  uses  such  a  battery  is 
called  upon  to  perform.  With  Nos.  2  and  3 
everything  that  batteries  can  do  for  the  cure  of 
disease  can  be  done. 

Experiment  (No.  II.)— A  gentleman  having 
been  invited  to  come  forward,  the  forearm  was 
bared,  and  the  flexors  and  extensors  were  made 
to  contract  separately  and  in  groups.  Those  of 
the  hand  were  made  to  contract. 

Gentlemen,  continued  the  lecturer,  there  is 
hardly  a  voluntary  muscle  of  the  human  body 
that  I  cannot,  by  means  of  special  conductors, 
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cause  to  contract,  as  I  have  done  these  before 
your  eyes. 

The  Gentleman  operated  on  said,  in  answer 
to  a  question  from  Mr.  Horace  Green,  that  the 
application  of  the  battery  on  his  arm  produced 
a  peculiar  but  rather  pleasant  sensation,  and 
caused  involuntary  movements  of  the  thumbs 
and  fingers. 

The  currents  from  the  electro -magnetic 
battery  are  used  principally  to  cause  muscular 
contractions  in  cases  of  paralysis,  but  the}'  are 
very  useful  where  we  wish  to  produce  power¬ 
ful  revulsive  effects.  Thus  the  skin  may  be 
caused  to  burst  out  in  perspiration  by  means 
of  the  current,  and  in  a  very  short  time.  An 
officer  consulted  me  last  year,  invalided  home 
from  India,  having  suffered  from  a  severe  form 
of  fever  and  ague.  No  ordinary  medical  treat¬ 
ment  appeared  to  be  of  any  use  in  his  case ; 
he  had  consulted  the  best  men,  and  had  tried 
quinine,  arsenic,  salicine,  &c.,  &c.,  without 
benefit,  and  he  had  not  felt  warm  for  six 
months,  although  we  were  in  a  very  hot  season. 
In  ten  minutes,  by  means  of  this  little  battery, 
I  made  him  feel  a  gentle  warmth,  and  in 
twenty  he  had  burst  into  a  sweat.  After  this 
he  became  amenable  to  the  drugs,  and  soon 
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got  well.  I  need  hardly  tell  you  that  a  force 
that  can  work  such  wonders  as  this  so  easily^ 
and  in  so  short  a  time,  is  of  inestimable  value 
in  medical  practice.  This  current  is  also  very 
useful  in  certain  cases  of  hysteria.  This  affec¬ 
tion  is  of  a  very  remarkable  nature.  There 
certainly  is  no  organic  disease,  no  change 
of  structure ;  sometimes  even  there  is  no 
functional  derangement,  or  very  little,  and  yet 
the  symptoms  are  in  many  cases  severe, 
amounting  to  complete  paralysis;  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  I  believe,  not  simulated, 
although  perhaps  the  patient  too  readily  yields 
to  the  inertia.  Nowr,  in  hysteria,  there  is  not 
the  normal  continuity  between  the  organ  or 
tissue  affected  and  the  nervous  centres — they 
are  not,  to  use  an  electrical  term,  in  circuit. 
By  means  of  this  battery  we  can  very  soon 
bring  them  into  circuit.  I  have  made  a  woman 
who  had  been  speechless  for  six  months  speak 
clearly  and  distinctly  at  one  sitting  ;  and  this 
I  ha/ve  not  only  done  once  but  many  times. 
Hysterical  paralysis  yields  rapidly  to  electrical 
treatment — in  fact,  there  is  not  only  no  other 
remedy  that  can  be  compared  to  it,  but  it  is 
the  only  remedy  in  such  cases.  But,  to  de¬ 
monstrate  more  fully  the  power  this  little 
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battery  has  of  contracting  muscles,  I  will 
now  show  you  an  experiment  which  may 
appear  marvellous  in  your  eyes,  but  it  is  a 
very  old  one,  and  was  a  very  favourite  one  of 
my  godfather,  the  late  Dr.  Pereira,  who  was 
an  enthusiastic  student  of  electricity,  although, 
in  consequence  of  the  great  improvements  in 
apparatus  at  the  present  time,  these  pheno¬ 
mena  are  now  much  more  easily  produced. 

Experiment  (No.  III.) — The  severed  head 
of  a  freshly-killed  bull  was  brought  into  the 
room  for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  and  having 
been  found  in  a  condition  favourable  for  suc¬ 
cessful  operation,  the  conductors  from  the 
battery  were  applied  to  different  parts  of  the 
animal’s  head,  especially  about  the  nose,  mouth, 
and  eyes,  the  effect  being  to  cause  instant  con¬ 
traction  of  the  part  touched  by  the  conductor. 
In  the  same  way  the  eyes  were  distinctly  made 
to  wink — a  thing  which  the  audience  had  pro¬ 
bably  never  seen  a  dead  bull  do  before.  The 
object  of  this  experiment  was  to  show  the  power 
electricity  had  over  the  muscles,  even  when 
dead. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  muscles  in  a 
recently  killed  animal,  and  those  in  certain 
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cases  of  paralysis,  contract  more  freely  and 
readily  than  healthy  muscles  in  the  live  animaL 
This  battery  I  use  for  causing  contraction  in 
voluntary  muscles,  also  to  produce  powerful 
revulsive  effects,  in  which  case  I  use  this  metal 
brush.  This  can  be  so  arranged  as  to  cause 
most  acute  pain,  it  stimulates  the  nerves 
of  sensation,  and  is  very  useful  in  certain  cases 
of  numbness — a  frequent  symptom  of  paralysis. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  this  application 
of  the  metal  brush  attached  to  the  negative 
pole  of  the  secondary  wire  should  be  sub¬ 
stituted  for  flogging  when  used  as  a  punish¬ 
ment,  as  it  causes  equal  or  greater  amount  of 
pain  without  producing  any  injury  to  the  flesh, 
thereby  avoiding  any  permanent  injury. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  that  we  are  in  the 
presence  of  death,  as  represented  by  this  severed 
head,  let  me  tell  you  what  life  and  death  are. 
Or,  rather,  let  me  formulate  these  conditions, 
for  to  thoroughly  explain  them  would,  if 
possible  at  all,  take  a  very  considerable  time. 
The  formula  for  life  is — “Life  is  a  force;  the 
sum  of  the  material  forces  circulating  in  an 
organism  in  harmonious  rhythm.”  This  for¬ 
mula,  slightly  altered,  will  serve  to  describe 
disease.  In  disease  “the harmonious  rhythm” 
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does  not  exist ;  the  forces  circulate,  but  the 
rhythm  is  destroyed. 

In  death  the  forces  cease  to  “  circulate  ”  as 
“  vital  force,”  the  sum  of  the  “  material 
forces ;  ”  but  each  tissue  and  part  become 
centres  of  disintegration,  and  molecular  and 
elementary  forces  appear. 

Of  these  three  conditions  the  medical  man 
has  to  deal  with  the  second,  and,  when  the 
circulation  of  force  is  no  longer  rhythmic,  he 
is  called  upon  to  re-establish  the  balance ;  and 
there  is  no  remedy,  taken  as  a  whole,  that  can 
so  readily  aid  in  this  as  electricity.  As  an 
aid  to  medicine  it  is  invaluable ;  and  as  a 
curative  agent  I  know  none  to  equal  it. 

As  to  the  diseases  most  readily  cured  by 
electrical  batteries,  I  would  place  first  neuralgia, 
then  rheumatic  paralysis,  then  various  forms  of 
nervous  debility,  and  all  cases  where  there  is 
nervous  depression,  without  organic  disease. 
In  some  of  these  cases  electricity  acts  immedi¬ 
ately,  curing  cases  that  have  been  chronic  for 
years,  at  one  sitting.  I  could  give  instances  of 
numbers  had  I  time,  but  I  should  prefer  that 
the  gentlemen  present  should  now  ask  me 
questions,  which  I  shall  be  happy  to  answer  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  so  that  I  may  obtain 
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from  you  the  nature  of  the  information  re¬ 
quired. 


A  Gentleman  present  asked  if  Mr.  Lobb  had 
ever  known  a  case  of  paralysis  to  be  cured  by 
the  application  of  electricity  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  replied  that  he  had  known  a  great 
many  cures  in  a  certain  kind  of  cases.  Where 
disease  of  the  brain  had  taken  place,  and  the 
tissue  was  destroyed,  it  was  difficult  to  get 
results,  although  even  in  those  cases  they 
could  often  give  great  relief.  He  instanced 
the  case  of  an.  old  gentleman,  aged  seventy- 
five,  who  was  paralysed,  and  who  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  him  by  the  late  Sir  Charles  Locock, 
who  asked  what  he  could  do  for  him.  He 
replied  that  the  case  was  quite  beyond  a  cure, 
but  the  old  gentleman,  who  was  a  great  gour¬ 
mand  and  passionately  fond  of  whist  playing, 
said  that  if  he  could  only  be  relieved  sufficiently 
to  enable  him  to  hold  his  fork  and  his  hand  of 
cards  he  would  be  satisfied.  Well,  in  six 
weeks  his  desire  vras  gratified,  and  he  was  so 
well  pleased  that  he  sent  him  (Mr.  Lobb) 
away. 

In  reply  to  another  question, 
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Mr.  Lobb  said  he  had  never  known  elec¬ 
tricity  to  be  applied  in  cases  of  frost-bite. 
Happily,  such  cases  did  not  occur  often  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Howell  Williams  asked  the  cost  of 
•such  a  battery  as  that  with  which  the  experi¬ 
ment  on  the  bulks  head  had  been  performed  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  replied  that  he  believed  the  price 
of  it  was  -£5,  but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that 
this  conference  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
sale  of  the  instruments. 

Another  Gentleman  asked  whether  the  in¬ 
struments  exhibited  would  produce  the  same 
results  as  those  sometimes  shown  by  lecturers, 
when  a  shock  was  produced,  if  a  person  took 
hold  of  the  conductors  with  both  hands  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  Oh,  yes ;  from  any  of  these 
instruments. 

The  Questioner  :  And  is  the  force  capable 
of  being  modified  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  Certainly. 

Mr.  Knight:  Will  you  tell  me  what  are 
the  most  readily  curable  cases  by  medical 
electricity  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  The  most  readily  curable  com¬ 
plaint,  I  think,  is  neuralgia.  In  nineteen  cases 
out  of  twenty  you  can  cure  neuralgia  almost  at 
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sitting  by  the  continuous  current.  Neuralgia 
yields  the  most  readily.  The  next  most  easily 
treated  cases  are  those  of  rheumatic  paralysis. 
A  man  who  has  had  rheumatism  loses  the  use 
of  a  limb,  and  has  no  power  over  it  whatever. 
Well,  such  cases  as  that  I  have  often  cured  at 
one  sitting.  I  remember  one  case  where  a 
man  had  been  paralysed  for  eighteen  months. 
He  came  in  a  cab  to  the  operating  room,  and 
was  able  to  walk  back  the  same  day.  That 
appears  extraordinary,  but  there  is  really 
nothing  very  extraordinary  about  it.  It  is  a  case 
where  the  muscles  have  ceased  to  act  for  so 
long  that  the  patient  has  really  no  control  over 
them.  You  have  only  to  put  the  muscles  back 
in  connection  with  the  nerve,  which  is  done  by 
the  electrical  current,  and  his  power  is  restored  to 
him.  That,  mind,  is  rheumatic  paralysis,  but 
paralysis  arising  from  disease  of  the  brain,  or 
of  the  spinal  cord,  is  excessively  difficult  to 
treat,  and  I  have  seldom  seen  a  perfectly  success¬ 
ful  cure.  You  can  relieve,  as  I  explained  in 
the  case  I  mentioned,  and  you  can  get  partial 
recovery.  Then  there  are  cases  which  often 
occur  where  one  arm  and  one  leg  is  paralysed. 
The  cure  of  such  a  case  is  very  rare,  except 
with  young  children,  where  it  is  difficult  to 
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tell  what  the  disease  arises  from.  In  cases  of 
paralysis  from  disease  of  the  brain  you  seldom 
get  complete  recovery,  and  therefore  you  must 
not  be  surprised  that  electricity  will  not  do  it. 

Mr.  Howard  Paul  :  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  to  the  gentlemen  here  that  I  have  on 
several  occasions  called  on  Mr.  Lobb,  suffering 
from  rheumatism,  I  have  gone  in  with  a  limp 
and  been  able  to  dance  out.  I  have  taken  no 
medicine,  but  simply  been  careful  in  my  diet, 
I  give  this  as  my  personal  experience,  that  I 
have  often  gone  into  Mr.  Lobb’s  chambers 
suffering  very  severely  from  rheumatic  affec¬ 
tions,  and  always  received  immediate  relief. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  Lobb  :  It  is  very  kind  of  Mr.  Paul  to 
say  so. 

Mr.  Paul  :  I  think  it  is  right  I  should  say  it, 
because  I  hear  so  many  people  complain  that 
they  are  suffering  from  rheumatism,  and  yet 
they  are  afraid  of  electricity.  Now,  when  you 
can  get  immediate  relief  by  electricity,  it  is  a 
very  important  thing  +0  know.  (Cheers.) 

A  Gentleman  among  the  audience  re¬ 
marked  that  Mr.  Paul’s  personal  experience 
seemed  thoroughly  to  corroborate  the  practice 
Mr.  Lobb  had  expounded  to  them. 
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Mr.  Paul  :  I  have  related  my  experience  as 
an  illustration  of  the  value  of  electricity.  I 
have  tried  all  the  waters  of  Germany,  and  I 
went  to  America  and  California,  where  I  was 
told  I  could  find  springs  for  rheumatics ;  but  I 
have  experienced  more  benefit  at  Mr.  Lobb’s 
hands  than  from  any  of  them. 

A  Gentleman  asked  if  there  would  be  any 
danger  in  the  application  of  the  electricity  in 
cases  of  persons  affected  with  heart  disease  ? 

Mr.  Lobb:  Not  in  the  slightest,  unless  you 
get  ignorant  persons  to  appl}r  it.  In  that  case, 
of  course,  I  could  not  be  answerable. 

Mr.  Marchant  :  Is  there  any  possibility 
that  an  amateur  using  a  battery  might  put 
such  force  on  himself  that  it  would  affect  him 
injuriously  in  any  way  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  I  should  think  it  impossible, 
unless  the  person  was  very  foolish  indeed. 

Mr.  Williams  :  I  suppose  an  ordinary 
medical  man  would  soon  understand  it  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  Yes,  with  the  greatest  ease. 
Anyone  could  learn  to  apply  it  in  a  very  short 
period. 

Mr.  Joseph  Newton  :  The  difficulty  is,  I 
suppose,  to  get  medical  men  to  pay  proper 
attention  to  it  ? 
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Mr.  Lobb  :  Yes,  that  is  it. 

Mr.  Newton  :  Is  that  the  reason,  or  is  it 
because  it  would  interfere  with  their  practice  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  No,  I  think  not.  It  is  only  that 
they  will  not  give  the  time  to  it.  The  bulk  of  the 
doctors  are  paid  for  their  time.  We  use  different 
batteries  for  different  purposes.  One  is  used 
for  neuralgias,  and  where  we  want  chemical 
effects.  Another  is  used  in  cases  where  we 
want  a  powerful  effect  on  the  muscles,  or  con¬ 
tractions,  or  to  affect  the  nerves  so  as  to  cause 
revulsive  effects,  or  to  wake  up  numbness. 
In  those  cases  we  put  on  this  metal  brush, 
which  produces  an  immense  sensation. 

A  Gentleman  wished  to  know  whether  the 
application  of  electricity  would  be  beneficial  to 
persons  suffering  from  a  weak  heart  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  It  gives  warmth,  great  tone,  and 
vitality.  I  mean  the  continuous  current,  by 
which  there  is  no  shock  whatever. 

The  Questioner  :  Then  there  is  no  chance 
of  the  system  suffering  unfavourably  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  I  never  met  with  any  case  of  the 
sort  in  my  own  practice. 

The  Questioner  :  It  could  not  injure  the 
system  in  any  way  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  I  can  only  say  I  should  not 
allow  it  to  do  so  in  my  hands. 
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Mr.  Newton  :  I  understood  you  to  say  that 
in  France  and  Germany  they  are  paying  more 
attention  to  the  subject  than  in  this  country. 
Have  they  organised  a  system  of  teaching  it 
in  the  medical  schools,  or  is  it  taken  up 
individually  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  I  don’t  know  whether  there  is  a 
school  for  it  in  America,  but  in  France  and 
Germany  it  is  taught  in  the  schools.  In  this 
country,  Professor  Golding  Bird  established  a 
school  in  Guy’s  Hospital,  but  at  his  death  it 
came  to  an  end.  They  still  pretend  to  use 
electricity  in  some  hospitals,  but  it  is  not  carried 
out  properly.  I  don’t  know  why  there  should 
be  such  a  feeling  in  the  medical  profession 
against  electricity,  but  so  it  is. 

Mr.  Paul  :  There  are  an  immense  number 
of  electrical  practitioners  in  America.  In 
Boston  you  will  see  them  in  almost  every 
street. 

Mr.  Williams  :  For  what  space  of  time  can 
you  feel  the  effects  of  an  application  of 
electricity  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  It  differs  in  different  individuals. 
Some  persons,  whose  nerves  are  weak,  would 
feel  it  longer  than  others. 
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Another  Gentleman  :  Would  the  battery  be 
used  beneficially  in  cases  of  scrofula  ? 

Mr.  Lgbb  :  Yes,  because  it  is  nutritious, 
and  would  increase  the  tone  of  the  whole  system 
by  means  of  its  chemical  powers  and  force.  I 
have  never  myself  tried  it,  however,  in  a  case 
of  scrofula.  People  get  an  idea  that  electricity 
is  only  effectual  in  a  certain  class  of  cases, 
such  as  neuralgia  and  rheumatism,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  bring  such  cases  to  us  and  not  others. 
For  instance,  I  have  never  been  asked  to  treat 
cancer,  though  I  believe  it  would  be  most 
useful  for  that  disease.  There  are  other  cases 
in  which  I  should  also  like  to  try  it. 

Mr.  Williams  :  Would  it  be  useful  for 
dyspepsia  ? 

Mr.  Lobb  :  Yes. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  (Official  Shorthand 
Writer  to  the  London  School  Board)  said:  I 
can  relate  my  experience  as  a  patient  of  Mr. 
Lobb.  Some  time  ago,  when  broken  down  in 
health  and  spirits  by  extreme  nervous  prostra¬ 
tion,  brought  on  by  excessive  mental  labour 
and  anxiety,  I  placed  myself  under  the  lecturer’s 
care.  Within  a  very  short  period  I  enjoyed 
an  amount  of  clear-headedness,  vivacity,  regular 
sleep,  and  elasticity  of  spirits  that  had  been 
foreign  to  me  for  some  years.  In  addition  to 
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the  medical  benefits  which  it  has  been  my 
satisfaction  to  have  reaped,  I  have  the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  adding  to  a  long  list  of  friends  one 
more,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Lobb,  whose 
honour,  honesty,  candour,  and  general  good¬ 
ness  were  not  excelled  even  by  his  extraordinary 
talent.  (Applause.) 

Dr.  Lempriere  :  Before  we  separate  I  think 
we  ought  to  express  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Lobb, 
(Cheers.)  Mr.  Paul  has  expressed  his  gratitude 
for  the  practical  benefits  he  has  received,  and 
we  ought,  on  our  part,  to  testify  our  thanks  to 
Mr.  Lobb  for  the  able  and  lucid  manner  in  which 
he  has  explained  this  invention  to  us.  (Cheers.) 
I  think  all  of  us,  in  our  own  proper  sphere, 
should  pledge  ourselves  to  do  what  we  can  to 
extend  the  knowledge  of  medical  electricity. 
(Cheers). 

A  Gentleman  rose  and  said :  Allow  me  to 
second  the  resolution.  We  have  all  been  much 
instructed  and  amused  by  the  experiments,  and 
everybody  must  feel  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Lobb 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  exhibited  and! 
explained  his  apparatus.  (Cheers). 

Mr.  Joseph  Newton,  C.E.:  I  would  strongly 
recommend  gentlemen  here  to  let  it  go  forth 
from  this  room  that  a  statement  in  regard  to 
medical  electricity  and  electrical  science  has. 
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been  promulgated,  and  that  it  is  of  such  an 
advantageous  character  that  if  medical  men 
generally  would  devote  attention  to  its  study 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
(Cheers.)  We  have  all  been  deeply  interested 
and  instructed,  and  received  a  great  addition 
to  our  information  ;  but  it  is  very  important 
that  that  information  should  not  be  confined 
to  this  room,  but  should  reverberate  over  the 
whole  country.  (Cheers.)  The  attention  of 
the  Government  should  also  be  directed  to  it, 
and  the  advisability  of  establishing  schools  for 
the  study  of  electricity  should  be  pressed  upon 
Parliament.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  that  is  done, 
the  meeting  this  afternoon  may  be  the  means 
of  commencing  a  reformation  in  the  medical 
science  of  this  country,  and  the  public  would 
be  benefited  immensely.  (Cheers.) 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  then  put  to  the 
meeting,  and  carried  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Lobb  :  I  thank  you  for  the  kind  ex¬ 
pression  of  your  approval,  which  will  encourage 
me  to  go  on,  though  I  have  been  a  good  deal 
depressed.  I  trust  we  may  see  in  England 
in  time  a  school  of  electricity,  and  make  the 
science  appreciated  in  this  country  as  it  is  in 
others.  (Loud  cheers.) 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 
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HARRY  LOBB’S  LECLANCHE 
BATTERY. 


For  the  information  of  the  public  and  pro¬ 
fession,  I  append  the  following  description  of 
the  Leclanche  Constant  Current  Voltaic  Battery, 
which  I  generally  use  for  medical  purposes, 
together  with  some  general  directions  for  use:— 

Having  been  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  in  search  of 
a  thoroughly  reliable  constant  current  voltaic  battery 
for  medical  purposes,  I  have  at  last  discovered  one 
which  can  be  depended  upon,  and  which  has  the  follow¬ 
ing  excellent  qualities:— 

It  is  portable  and  compact. 

It  is  always  in  action. 

It  requires  no  cleaning,  dipping  in  acid,  or  attention 
•of  any  sort. 

It  is  warranted  for  twelve  months,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  it  can  be  re-charged  at  a  very  small  expense. 

It  is  constant  and  reliable,  and  has  a  simple  test 
attached  to  it. 

By  way  of  caution,  however,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  battery  would  be  injured  by  being  put  into 
short  circuit — that  is  to  say,  the  conductors  must  never 
be  allowed  to  come  in.  contact,  or  the  current  to  pass 
■except  through  the  body. 

The  Leclanche  cell  consists  of  a  cylinder  of  zinc, 
immersed  in  a  concentrated  solution  of  chloride  of 
ammonium,  in  a  vessel  or  bottle.  In  a  porous  cell 
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-within  a  rod  of  gas  carbon  is  placed,  surrounded  with 
coarsely  powdered  gas  carbon  and  native  peroxide  of 
manganese.  Through  the  top  of  the  vessel,  pierced  by 
the  carbon  and  zinc,  escapes  the  hydrogen  and  am¬ 
monia  given  off  during  the  action  of  the  battery.  The 
chemical  process  is  as  follows  : — the  chloride  of  am¬ 
monium  is  decomposed,  the  chlorine  combines  with  the 
zinc,  the  hydrogen  is  absorbed  by  the  manganese ;  the 
oxygen  with  the  ammonium  escapes  in  the  form  of 
volatile  ammonia.  The  electromotor  power  of  the 
battery  is  1.167,  Daniell  being  1.0.  These  batteries  will 
act  for  many  years  if  judiciously  used. 

On  opening  the  lid  of  the  battery  the  conductors  are 
exposed.  At  the  left  end  of  the  battery  is  a  socket  with 
the  letter  P  under  it;  this  is  the  positive  pole.  Insert 
here  one  of  the  pins  of  the  conducting  wires,  and  the 
required  conductor  to  the  other  end  of  the  wire.  In  the 
front  of  the  box  are  a  series  of  sockets  numbered  from 
five  upwards.  These  indicate  the  number  of  elements 
brought  into  circuit — in  groups  of  five.  Insert  the  pin 
of  the  other  conducting  wire  into  the  socket  of  the  re¬ 
quired  number  of  the  elements  to  be  employed,  and 
attach  the  conductor  to  be  used.  The  second  conduct¬ 
ing  wire  has  a  double  pin  attached  to  it,  which  is  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  number  of  elements 
brought  into  use,  without  breaking  the  current.  This 
is  done  by  placing  the  pin  in  the  socket  of  the  higher 
number  before  removing  the  one  from  the  lower. 

Two  handle  conductors  carrying  sponges  are  those 
in  most  common  use.  The  sponges  should  be  removed 
from  the  brass  holders,  thoroughly  moistened  in  ordi¬ 
nary  water,  and  after  the  superabundant  water  has 
been  removed,  the  sponges  to  be  returned  to  the  holders. 
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The  flat  conductor  for  the  foot  of  any  large  surface 
should  be  covered  with  a  piece  of  flannel  or  linen,  well 
wetted. 

Gutta-percha  covered  copper  wire  and  pliers  is  used 
for  the  purpose  of  making  conductors  for  special  pur¬ 
poses — for  instance,  for  the  ear.  Remove  about  one 
inch  of  the  gutta-percha,  after  having  cut  off  a  length 
of  four  or  five  inches.  Then  clean  the  copper  from 
the  gutta-percha,  and  form  a  loop  at  one  end,  to  which 
attach  the  conducting  wire.  Bind  on  the  wire  at  the 
other  end  a  piece  of  cotton  wool,  being  careful  that  the 
copper  is  completely  covered  with  the  wool.  Thoroughly 
wet  the  wool,  and  fill  the  meatus  of  the  ear  with  warm 
water,  when  the  conductor  may  be  inserted. 

By  means  of  the  gutta-percha  covered  wire,  many 
special  conductors  can  be  improvised. 

Special  conductors  of  all  kinds  may  be  obtained  for 
the  urethra,  rectum,  uterus,  throat,  &c. 

As  the  sensations  experienced  during  the  applications 
of  the  constant  current  are  variable  and  unreliable,  the 
voltameter  has  been  introduced  into  the  battery,  which 
will  test  the  chemical  force  of  the  battery  quite  accu¬ 
rately. 

Fill  the  voltameter  with  plain  water  and  fix  it  to 
the  brass  upright  placed  for  the  purpose.  Now 
bring  the  wire  from  the  positive  pole  and  fix  the  pin 
into  one  side  of  the  voltameter;  then  bring  the  wire  from 
any  number  of  cells,  from  which  the  current  is  to  be 
tested,  into  contact  with  the  other  side  of  the  volta¬ 
meter.  From  the  upright  platinum  strip  to  which  the 
wire  from  the  positive  pole  is  attached,  the  oxygen  gas 
from  the  decomposed  water  will  be  given  off ;  and  from 
the  other  platinum  strip,  hydrogen.  According  to  the 
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volume  of  the  gases  given  off,  so  will  the  electromotor 
energy  of  the  battery  be  shown.  By  this  means  the 
current  can  always  be  demonstrated. 

Methods  of  Application.-— No.  i.  The  Direct  Cur¬ 
rent. — Place  the  wet  sponge  of  the  conductor  from 
the  positive  pole  over  the  nervous  centre  of  the  nerve, 
or  part  to  be  galvanised.  Place  the  wet  sponge  or  flat 
conductor  from  the  negative  pole  over  the  nerve,  or  part 
to  be  galvanised,  and  use  the  number  of  elements 
thought  desirable. 

No.  2.  The  Inverse  Current. — As  No.  i,  only  reverse 
the  poles  of  the  battery. 

No.  3.  The  Interrupted  Current. — May  be  used  direct 
or  inverse.  Arrange  as  in  Nos.  1  or  2,  only,  instead  of 
placing  the  metal  peg  within  the  socket,  strike  them  to¬ 
gether  at  more  or  less  frequent  intervals,  when  the  cur¬ 
rent  will  pass,  producing  a  shock. 


The  Following  Directions  should  be  Observed. 

The  battery  being  always  ready  for  use,  there  is 
nothing  to  do  but  to  decide  upon  the  number  of  elements 
to  be  employed  ;  when  the  pegs  can  be  inserted,  and  the 
conductors  we  desire  to  employ  can  be  attached  to  the 
wires,  and  the  patient  brought  into  the  circuit. 

The  operation  should  be  commenced  with  the  mildest 
current,  to  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  patient ;  also,  if 
the  current  be  employed  too  long,  it  becomes  exhaust¬ 
ing. 

The  time  of  the  operation  should  be  from  two  minutes 
to  half-an-hour,  according  to  circumstances. 
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For  the  Brain  and  Nerves  about  the  Skull,  we  fre¬ 
quently  have  to  employ  the  continuous  current  to  these 
parts  for  paralytic  affections  and  the  various  neuralgias 
occurring  about  here.  As  a  rule  the  current  should 
always  be  direct  from  the  centre  to  the  periphery — that 
is  to  say,  from  the  positive  to  the  negative  pole.  Thus, 
to  galvanise  the  fifth  nerve  of  one  side,  place  the  wet 
sponge  from  the  positive  pole  under  the  ear  of  the  side, 
and  the  wet  sponge  from  the  negative  pole  over  the 
peripheral  termination  of  the  nerve. 

To  Galvanise  the  Optic  Nerve,  place  the  positive  pole 
wet  sponge,  nape  of  neck,  under  ear;  negative  pole,  over 
forehead  and  evelid. 

For  the  Auditory  Nerve,  fill  the  ear  with  water;  place 
the  gutta-percha  covered  wire  conductor  within  the  ear 
and  connect  with  the  negative  pole  ;  place  the  moist 
sponge  of  the  positive  pole  over  the  other  external  ear. 
Ten  to  twenty  elements  sufficient,  and  for  only  a  few 
minutes. 

With  these  general  instructions,  the  other  special 
nerves  of  sense  can  be  galvanised  in  like  manner. 

To  Galvanise  Brain  in  Paralysis. — In  hemiplegia — the 
disease  being  in  the  brain— besides  keeping  the  muscles 
contracted  by  means  of  the  current  of  the  electro¬ 
magnetic  battery,  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  galvanise 
the  brain.  To  do  this,  the  method  I  employ  is  to  place 
the  moistened  sponge  connected  with  the  positive  pole 
of  the  battery  over  the  temple  of  the  unaffected  side,  and 
the  negative  pole,  moistened  sponge,  in  the  paralysed 
hand.  The  current  must  pass  through  the  brain  and 
paralysed  parts ;  it  should  not  be  long,  a  few  minutes 
being  generally  sufficient,  from  10  to  30  cells  being  used. 

To  Galvanise  the  Cord ,  place  the  moistened  sponge 
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from  the  positive  pole  upon  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
that  from  the  negative  pole  to  the  lower  portion  of  the 
cord.  In  cases  of  spinal  irritation,  neuralgia,  chorea, 
&c. 

To  Galvanise  the  Cord  and  Limb ,  place  the  moistened 
sponge  from  the  positive  upon  the  cord,  above  the  place 
where  the  affected  nerve  enters  the  cord.  Place  the 
limb  (or  hand  or  foot)  into  warm  water,  and,  by  means 
of  the  flat  conductor  attached  to  the  negative  wire, 
introduce  the  current  into  the  water.  Usually  the 
whole  forty  elements  may  be  employed,  and  for  some 
considerable  time,  even  half-an-hour,  There  are  many 
modifications  of  this  plan  which  can  be  used,  and  which 
will  occur  to  any  operator.  This  plan  is  most  useful  in 
sciatica,  some  forms  of  paraplegia,  and  in  neuralgia. 

For  Galvanism  of  the  Pnenmo- gastric,  place  the 
moistened  sponge  from  the  positive  pole  upon  the  right 
side  of  the  neck,  and  use  some  pressure  so  as  to  force 
the  sponge  into  the  deeper  parts;  and  with  the 
moistened  sponge  attached  to  the  negative  pole — using 
30  to  40  elements — press  into  the  epigastric  region.  Or 
cover  the  large  plate  with  wet  flannel,  place  over 
stomach,  or  liver,  or  the  portion  of  the  peripheric  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  pneumo-gastric  we  desire  to  affect, 
from  five  to  twenty  minutes. 

Galvanism  of  the  Motor  Nerves. — In  some  cases  of 
motor  paralysis,  no  doubt  the  constant  voltaic  current 
is  required ;  but  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  I  use  the 
electro-magnetic  in  preference.  To  act  on  motor 
nerves,  make  the  same  arrangement  as  in  galvanising 
cord  and  limb,  but  break  the  current  every  ten  seconds 
by  withdrawing  the  pin  from  the  socket,  and  re-intro- 
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•ducing  it.  By  this  means  we  get  muscular  contractions 
<at  every  breach  of  contact. 

To  Galvanise  the  Rectum ,  place  moistened  sponge, 
positive  pole,  upon  the  dorsal  vertebras,  and  introduce 
(special)  rectal  conductor  into  rectum;  break  the  cur- 
xent,  io  to  30  elements,  every  ten  seconds. 

To  Galvanise  the  Urethra ,  place  moistened  sponge, 
positive  pole,  upon  dorsal  vertebras,  and  introduce 
'(special)  urethral  conductor.  Useful  in  certain  cases  of 
spasmodic  stricture,  affections  of  the  prostate,  &c. 
Five  to  twenty  elements. 

Galvanism  of  the  Uterus.'—  Place  moistened  sponge, 
positive  pole,  upon  the  dorsal  vertebrae,  and  introduce 
(special)  conductor  to  the  os  uteri ;  break  the  current, 
10  to  30  elements,  every  ten  seconds.  Useful  in  debility 
of  the  uterus,  displacement,  to  excite  menstruation. 
Probably  the  only  true  emmenagogue. 

Hints  to  Practitioners. — The  great  majority  of  the 
diseases  of  the  nervous  system  usually  resist  ordinary 
medical  treatment,  the  result  being  that  the  family 
practitioner  not  only  loses  his  patient,  but  loses  prestige  ; 
and  although  he  may  fancy  that  a  knowledge  of  elec¬ 
tricity  is  not  necessary,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  give  an  opinion  in  such  cases,  still  the 
public  are  becoming  acquainted- — by  means  of  popular 
literature  and  the  distribution  of  pamphlets  by  manu¬ 
facturers  of  apparatus — with  electricity  as  a  curative 
agent  of  immense  power  and  energy,  and  look  upon  a 
man  who  knows  less  of  a  science  than  they  do  them¬ 
selves  as  being,  probably,  as  little  acquainted  with 
other  branches  of  his  profession.  I  have  been  informed 
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by  patients  that  their  medical  attendant  has  been  unable 
to  distinguish  one  pole  from  another,  and,  when  asked 
which  pole  to  apply  in  a  certain  case,  replied  that  it 
was  quite  immaterial — I  suppose  concluding  that  the 
direction  of  the  current  signified  nothing.  I  earnestly 
call  upon  young  practitioners  in  medicine  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  some  of  the  fundamental 
laws  of  medical  electricity,  and  become  familiar  with 
the  application  of  the  two  batteries  : 

I.  — The  Constant  Voltaic  Current. 

II.  — The  Electro-Magnetic  Current  of  the  Primary 
and  Secondary  Wires,  and  for  that  purpose  annex  a 
description  and  mode  of  operating  with 


HARRY  LOBB’S  ELECTRO-MAGNETIC 

BATTERY. 


Directions. — Unscrew  the  centre,  shift  the 
arm  on  one  side,  and  lift  out  the  back  part  of 
the  apparatus — the  bottle  should  then  be  filled 
with  the  exciting  fluid — and  re-arrange  the  arm 
and  screw  ;  push  down  the  piston,  which 
will  plunge  the  zinc  into  the  fluid ;  and  insert 
the  conducting  wires  into  P  and  N. 

If  the  current  from  the  primary  wire  is  de¬ 
sired,  put  the  small  arm  upon  the  knob  at  P  R, 
if  from  the  secondary  upon  S  C. 
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The  strength  of  the  current  is  regulated  and 
increased  by  moving  the  arm  from  W  (weak) 
to  S  (strong). 

The  magneto-electric  machine  has  resulted  from  the 
discoveries  in  magnetism  made  by  Professor  Faraday, 
and  is,  for  many  reasons,  preferable,  for  medical  pur¬ 
poses,  to  the  electro-magnetic  apparatus,  being  always 
ready  for  use  upon  the  instant ;  is  cleanly,  and,  with 
ordinary  care,  cannot  get  out  of  order — a  little  watch¬ 
maker’s  oil  applied  to  the  .  bearings  occasionally  being 
sufficient  to  preserve  it  in  good  working  order. 

Directions  for  Use.— Insert  the  ends  of  the  conducting 
wires  into  the  sockets  at  each  end  of  the  box  ;  screw  on 
the  handle  through  the  hole  in  the  front.  Upon  turning 
the  handle  slowly,  slight  shocks  are  experienced  upon 
holding  the  conducting  handies  in  each  hand ;  upon  in¬ 
creasing  the  speed  they  become  more  energetic,  and,  if 
this  is  not  sufficient,  the  power  may  be  increased  by 
gradually  withdrawing  the  armature  from  the  magnet, 
by  means  of  the  nut  at  the  left  end  of  the  box.  When 
the  apparatus  is  put  away,  the  armature  should  be  re¬ 
turned  upon  the  magnet,  as  it  preserves  it. 

When  the  operator  is  a  medical  man,  it  is  better  to 
entrust  the  turning  the  handle  to  an  assistant,  rather 
than  the  patient,  as  the  latter  is  likely  to  turn  too  slowly. 

The  special  conductors  to  be  used  with  Harry 
Lobb’s  improved  magneto-electric  machines  are  Nos.  i 
and  2.  Harry  Lobb’s  disc  conductors  for  application  to 
muscles;  to  be  covered  with  flannel  or  linen,  moistened 
with  water,  and  applied  flat  to  large  muscles,  or  on  the 
edge  to  small. 


Lobb's  Electro-Magnetic  Battery.  35 

No.  3.  Flat  conductor  to  foot,  covered  with  flannel  or 
linen,  moistened  with  water. 

No.  4.  Brush  to  be  used  to  the  dried  skin. 

No.  5.  Ear  conductor;  the  ear  to  be  first  filled  with 
water. 

No.  6.  Tooth  conductor ;  end  to  be  covered  with 
moistened  linen,  or  cotton  wool  bound  on  and  moistened. 

No.  7.  Uterine  conductor. 

No.  8.  Catheter  conductor. 

No.  9.  Throat  conductor. 

No.  10.  Harry  Lobb’s  conducting  garments;  large 
surface  conductors,  woven  with  cotton  and  silver  wire, 
to  apply  over  a  large  surface,  either  to  stimulate  the 
skin,  or,  wetted,  to  penetrate  to  the  deeper  organs — as 
the  liver,  stomach,  bladder,  &c.  These  are  very  valu¬ 
able  conductors. 

General  Directions  for  Medical  Use  of  the  Electro- 
Magnetic  and  Magneto -Electric  Batteries. — The  opera¬ 
tion  should  be  commenced  with  the  mildest  current,  so 
as  to  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  patient;  also,  the 
operation  being,  to  a  certain  extent,  exhaustive,  the 
time  should  be  short. 

The  electric  currents  are  very  advantageous  in  ascer¬ 
taining  the  seat  of  disease.  Place  one  of  the  moist 
conductors  upon  the  patient’s  skin,  over  the  nervous 
centre  supplying  the  part  or  organ ;  then  take  the  other 
conductor  in  your  left  hand,  and  with  the  right  examine 
the  part  minutely,  the  assistant  gradually  increasing  the 
force  of  the  current ;  this  will  cause  acute  pain  in  an 
inflamed  organ  or  part,  and  will  point  out  the  seat  of 
disease,  if  of  an  acute  nature. 

Ancesthesia ,  or  loss  of  sensation  in  the  skin,  is  a  fre¬ 
quent  precursor  of  paralysis,  and  may  be  well  and  suc- 
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cessfully  treated  by  magneto-electricity.  After  well 
drying  the  surface  to  be  stimulated,  take  the  brush  con¬ 
ductor  by  the  wooden  handle,  and  apply  it  over  the 
numbed  skin,  gradually  increasing  the  strength  of  the 
current  until  sensation  is  experienced,  when  the  current 
may  be  retained  at  that  strength  for  a  few  minutes — not 
too  long,  as  exhaustion  will  be  induced.  This  may  be 
done  two  or  three  times  a  day;  and,  as  improvement 
takes  place,  a  less  intense  current  will  be  required. 

Anaesthesia,  with  Partial  Paralysis . — Use  a  moistened 
conductor,  and  hold  it  over  the  paralysed  muscle,  and 
move  the  brush  conductor  over  the  surrounding  dried 
skin.  Change  the  position  of  the  moist  conductor  fre¬ 
quently,  so  as  not  to  exhaust  the  nerves. 

Muscular  Paralysis. — Use  moistened  conductors,  and 
place  one  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  belly  of  the 
muscle  to  be  stimulated,  and  the  other  upon  its  lower 
part,  commencing  with  a  gentle  current,  and  gradually 
increasing  until  the  desired  contraction  is  induced ; 
then  remove  the  conductors,  so  as  to  rest  the  muscles, 
otherwise  tonic  contraction  (cramp)  will  be  the  result. 
Re-apply  until  the  muscle  has  been  sufficiently  stimu¬ 
lated.  One  minute  is  quite  enough  at  a  time  for  each 
muscle,  otherwise  they  might  be  exhausted.  This  is 
called  Localized  Electrization,  or  Faradization,  after 
the  distinguished  professor. 

Hemiplegia. — Besides  the  local  stimulation  of  the 
paralysed  muscles,  one  moist  conductor  may  be  applied 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  the  other  moved  down  the 
affected  arm  and  leg  slowly,  and  down  the  spine  and 
over  the  abdomen  with  a  regular  current,  not  too  strong. 

Paraplegia—  One  moist  conductor  may  be  applied 
over  the  lower  portion  of  the  spine,  and  the  other 
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moved  down  the  affected  limbs ;  also  one  may  be 
applied  to  one  leg,  and  the  other  to  the  other. 

Chronic  Muscular  Rheumatism  is  a  grinding,  gnaw¬ 
ing  pain,  generally  about  the  joints,  with  a  disin¬ 
clination  to  move  the  limb.  This  may  be  generally 
easily  relieved  by,  first,  the  metallic  stimulation  to  the 
dried  skin,  followed  by  muscular  stimulation  with 
moistened  conductors  —  the  whole  operation  taking 
about  20  minutes. 

Chronic  Lumbago  and  Sciatica  may  be  treated  by  the 
same  means. 

Neuralgia. — Several  authorities  have  recommended 
Faradization  for  neuralgia  ;  amongst  others,  Duchenne 
and  Briquet.  The  former  applies  a  very  painful  cur¬ 
rent  to  the  dried  skin,  on  some  tender  part  remote  from 
the  neuralgia,  so  as  to  produce  a  revulsive  effect.  The 
latter  applies  an  extremely  painful  current  upon  the 
skin  over  the  neuralgic  nerve.  I  do  not  approve  of 
either  of  these  forms,  but  find  the  continuous  voltaic 
current  a  certain,  safe,  and  painless  cure. 

Asthma. — Place  one  moist  conductor  upon  the  side 
of  the  neck,  and  move  the  other  over  the  whole  front  of 
the  chest,  especially  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach ;  a 
moderate  current,  about  ten  minutes,  three  times  a-day. 
This  generally  affords  rapid  relief. 

Aphonia  :  Loss  of  Voice. — Apply  first  the  brush 
conductor  over  the  skin  in  front  of  the  throat  and  chest, 
and  then,  with  the  aid  of  the  moist  conductors,  pass  a 
current  through  the  organ  cf  voice. 

To  Stimulate  the  System  Generally. — Use  a  moist¬ 
ened  conductor,  and  have  it  held  upon  the  nape  of  the 
neck  ;  then  rub  the  brush  rapidly  over  the  dried  skin  of 
the  whole  body,  dwelling  particularly  over  the  regions 
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of  important  organs,  as  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  liver, 
kidneys,  &c. — use  a  tolerably  sharp  current,  but  not  for 
any  time — then  insert  a  moistened  conductor  and  repeat 
the  process  ;  the  whole  may  take  from  ten  to  twenty 
minutes,  once  or  twice  a  day;  or,  if  it  should  prove 
exhaustive,  not  so  frequently.  The  same  may  be 
effected  by 

The  Electric  Bath. — The  bath  may  be  of  any  form 
or  material ;  if  it  is  made  of  metal,  a  sheet  must  be 
placed  in  it  so  as  to  protect  the  patient  from  touching 
the  metal.  It  should  be  filled  with  the  necessary 
amount  of  water  of  a  suitable  temperature,  into  which 
may  be  placed  any  salt  or  drug  deemed  necessary,  as 
bay  salt,  acid,  &c.  One  of  the  moistened  conductors 
of  the  battery  should  be  placed  upon  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  quite  free  out  of  the  water  ;  the  other  should  be 
placed  in  the  water,  near  the  feet  of  the  patient ;  a 
current  of  the  desired  intensity  may  now  be  used,  not 
too  strong.  The  bath  ma}r  be  used  for  the  whole  body, 
or  merely  a  part,  according  to  the  case. 

To  Stimulate  any  Particular  Organ ,  place  the  moist 
conductor  upon  the  back,  as  nearly  over  the  nervous 
centre  supplying  the  organ  as  can  be  managed ;  then 
excite  the  dried  skin  over  the  organ,  using  a  sharp 
current  for  a  few  minutes  ;  then  cover  the  skin  with  a 
cloth  moistened  with  water,  saline  or  otherwise,  and 
rub  the  conductor  all  over  it.  This  will  be  but  slightly 
painful,  and  more  penetrating. 

Colic  and  Constipation. — Place  a  moistened  conductor 
over  the  spine,  about  the  middle  of  the  back,  and  rub 
the  abdomen  all  over  with  the  brush  conductor  for  a  few 
minutes,  using  a  strong  current ;  then  cover  it  with  a 
damp  cloth,  and  excite  the  whole,  part  by  part.  This 
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will  generally  have  the  desired  effect  when  the  constipa¬ 
tion  arises  from  want  of  muscular  action. 

In  Uterine  Affections  arising  from  want  of  tone  the 
magnetic  current  is  frequently  of  great  advantage.  In 
Amenorrhcea  and  Dysmenorrhcea  one  moistened  conductor 
should  be  held  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  back,  and  the 
other  moved  over  the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen, 
;groins,  thighs,  and  knees.  If  this  should  not  succeed 
after  a  fair  trial,  the  conductor  may  be  applied  direct 
to  the  uterus,  under  careful  medical  treatment.  In 
Chlorosis  the  same  treatment  may  be  recommended, 
together  with  a  general  stimulation  with  the  bath  or 
otherwise.  There  are  various  uses  to  which  the  current 
may  be  applied  in  these  affections,  which  may  strike  the 
medical  observer,  but  which  it  would  be  out  of  place  to 
mention  here. — See  further  “  Curative  Electricity ,”  by 
Harry  Lobb. 

Deformities  Arising  .  from  Muscular  Weakness. — 
These  affections,  so  frequent  amongst  children  and 
growing  young  persons,  are  well  adapted  by  magnetic 
stimulation.  They,  with  few  exceptions,  arise  from 
partial  paralysis  of  certain  muscles,  or  sets  of  muscles ; 

debilitated  condition  of  the  system  usually  accompanies 
it.  This  must  always  be  attended  to  at  the  same  time 
as  the  paralysis ;  otherwise  no  permanent  advantage 
can  be  anticipated.  The  various  muscles  found  to  be 
flaccid  and  wanting  in  roundness  and  firmness  should 
be  separately  stimulated  to  contraction,  at  the  same 
time  stimulating  the  weakened  side  generally.  The 
muscles  of  the  back  and  loins  should  be  brought  out  and 
made  to  contract  separately  and  generally,  increasing 
the  tone  of  the  parts. 

Knock  Knees  and  Bow  Legs  may  be  treated  upon  the 
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same  principles.  Stimulate  the  weakened  muscles,  and' 
strengthen  the  system  generally.  Electricity  will  be 
found  of  much  more  avail  in  the  treatment  of  these 
affections  than  the  ordinary  orthopcedic  method,  with 
irons,  splints,  and  bandages,  which  confine  the  limbs, 
preventing  their  growth  and  development. 

In  Drowning,  Chloroform  Accidents,  Suffocation,  &c.,  if 
there  is  still  warmth  in  the  body,  electricity  should  most 
certainly  be  given  a  fair  trial,  as  it  is  really  the  only 
agent  which  has  the  power  of  reawaking  the  vital  ener¬ 
gies,  departing  in  the  stagnation  of  the  circulation  and 
respiration.  After  placing  the  individual  in  the  most 
favourable  circumstances  as  regards  temperature,  venti¬ 
lation,  &c.,  for  the  return  to  life,  place  one  moist  con¬ 
ductor  upon  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  pressing  it  in 
behind  the  middle  of  the  sterno-mastoid,  so  as  to  get  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  phrenic  nerve  ;  then  thrust  the 
other  moist  conductor  into  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  so  as. 
to  cause  the  diaphragm  to  contract.  Use  the  highest 
power  of  the  apparatus,  but  only  for  two  or  three  revo¬ 
lutions,  or  rather  keep  up  the  action,  but  remove  the 
conductor,  so  as  to  pass  a  current  for  ten  seconds  at  a 
time  to  the  diaphragm.  If  there  is  any  vitality  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  system,  the  diaphragm  will  soon  contract,, 
causing  a  sobbing  inspiration.  Each  of  these  prepares 
the  way  for  life.  They  must  be  continued  until  natural 
respiration  is  established ;  then  the  lower  conductor 
may  be  removed  and  gently  passed  over  the  chest  gene¬ 
rally.  A  conductor  better  adapted  for  this  purpose  may 
be  obtained,  having  two  terminals,  to  press  on  either 
side  of  the  neck,  upon  the  roots  of  the  phrenics. 

Nervous  Debility,  so  called,  arises  from  so  many 
causes,  so  diverse  in  their  character,  that  it  is  im- 


Directions  for  Medical  Use.  41 

possible  here  to  enter  upon  them.  I  may,  however, 
refer  to  my  larger  work  “On  Nervous  Affections”  for 
the  pathology  and  treatment  of  these  affections.  At  the 
same  time,  I  may  say,  as  I  did  in  that  work — “  In  all  the 
diseases  of  which  I  have  treated,  the  tone  of  the  nervous, 
system  being  lowered,  or  its  equilibrium  upset,  the 
stimulus  of  electricity  is  valuable.  I  am  accustomed  to 
make  use  of  it,  in  many  cases,  as  an  aid  to  other  treat¬ 
ment.  It  is  a  powerful  stimulant  to  the  jaded  nerves, 
increasing  their  irritability,  and  lending  tension  to  the 
centres.” 

Galvanism,  judiciously  applied,  appears  to  seek  out  the 
part  or  organ  affected,  and,  by  supplying  the  proper 
stimulus,  re-invigorates  it,  so  that  it  is  enabled  to  per¬ 
form  its  normal  functions,  health  resulting. 

The  brain,  which  had  been  previously  upset,  being, 
filled  with  fears  and  dread  of  impending  evil,  soon  re¬ 
gains  its  happy  tone;  and  a  weight  which  had  previously 
deadened  all  energy  is  lifted  off  from  the  patient,  who 
again  finds  some  delight  in  life  beyond  the  daily 
routine  of  duties,  which  had  become  irksome  from  their 
monotony.  , 

It  is  remarkable  to  what  an  extent  a  perfectly  healthy 
brain  will  be  affected  by  impure  blood.  I  can  call  to- 
mind  many  cases,  some  of  which  I  have  recorded  in 
“  Nervous  Affections,”  in  which  patients,  apparently 
insane,  have  been  completely  cured  in  a  remarkably 
short  time  by  directing  the  treatment  to  the  organ  that: 
is  really  out  of  order,  which,  through  some  actual  local 
functional  derangement,  has  allowed  the  blood  to  circu¬ 
late  in  an  impure  state,  upsetting  other  organs,  and 
acting  secondarily  on  the  brain. 

I  think  I  have  said  sufficient  to  point  out  to  the  intelli- 
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gent  practitioner  the  various  uses  to  which  magneto- 
electricity  is  applicable.  At  the  same  time,  there  are 
many  others  which  occur  in  practice,  the  method  of 
application  to  which  may  be  easily  anticipated,  upon 
becoming  practically  acquainted  with  the  above  rules. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  galvanism  and  magneto¬ 
electricity  are  very  different  forces,  and  that  what  applies 
to  the  one  does  not  always  to  the  other  ;  in  fact,  in  many 
of  their  properties  they  are  antagonistic.  Still,  the  mag¬ 
neto-electric  currents  are  of  a  high  class  of  usefulness, 
and  ought  to  be  understood  by  every  well-educated  prac¬ 
titioner  in  medicine,  as  should  an  apparatus,  for  imme¬ 
diate  application  in  case  of  emergency,  be  within  reach. 
There  is  no  knowing  how  precious  a  life  may  be  saved 
by  the  timely  application  of  so  valuable  an  agent  as 
magneto-electricity. 


CASES. 


To  prove  still  further  the  value  of  electricity 
as  a  curative  and  therapeutic  agent,  I  beg  to 
instance  a  few  of  many  remarkable  cures  which 
have  been  effected  through  its  agency  : — 

Neuralgia, 

Earl  C - had  been  staying  at  Wilton,  a  low  marshy 

neighbourhood;  he  had  also  been  unfortunately  exposed 
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for  some  time  to  a  draught  at  a  railway  station.  Upon 
his  return  to  London  he  was  seized  with  the  most  ex¬ 
cruciating  neuralgic  pain  in  both  thighs,  almost  un¬ 
bearable,  for  which  everything  that  medical  skill  could 
devise  had  been  tried  in  vain,  such  as  chloroform  and 
oil  liniment,  hot  poultices,  quinine,  opium,  &c.  Upon 
the  recommendation  of  Sir  Charles  Locock,  I  was  sent 
for,  and  immediately  applied  a  voltaic  apparatus  from 
the  loins  to  the  thighs,  direct  current.  Before  I  left 

the  room  Earl  C- - expressed  himself  relieved ;  and 

after  a  tolerably  comfortable  night  he  awoke  free  from 
pain.  The  battery  was  re-excited  the  next  morning, 
and  he  returned  to  the  country.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  his  lordship  at  a  railway  station  three  months 
afterwards,  and  he  told  me  he  had  had  no  return  of  his 
very  painful  attack. 

Mrs.  R.  L. -  had  been  for  some  time  in  bed  on 

account  of  some  affection  of  the  ovary,  when  she  was 
seized  with  a  neuralgia  of  the  head,  extending  from 
ear  to  ear,  of  such  an  excruciating  character  that  she 
could  neither  bear  light  nor  sound ;  chloroform,  opium, 
conium,  &c.,  afforded  her  no  permanent  relief,  when 
she  was  advised  by  Sir  Charles  Locock,  her  physician, 
to  apply  to  me.  Upon  the  application  of  a  battery, 
from  the  nape  of  the  neck  to  the  painful  part,  direct 
current,  she  was  enabled,  within  half  an  hour,  to  bear 
the  curtains  drawn,  and  to  hold  a  conversation  with 
me  in  the  natural  tone  of  voice.  Another  remarkable 
circumstance  was  that,  before  the  application  of  the 
galvanic  current,  her  pulse  had  been  small  and  quick, 
and  her  extremities  cold ;  after  the  operation  her  pulse 
was  soft,  of  a  good  volume,  and  70  to  the  minute,  and 
her  skin  of  a  nice  warm  temperature. 


44  Cases — Cerebral  Paralysis. 

These  are  a  few  of  almost  numberless  cases  of  rapid 
and  permanent  relief  to  neuralgia  by  the  aid  of  the  con* 
tinuous  galvanic  current.  In  fact,  I  can  distinctly  state 
that  I  have  never  yet  had  one  case  of  neuralgia  that  I 
have  failed  to  relieve,  and  only  one  case  that  I  have  not 
cured.  In  sciatica  it  acts  like  a  charm,  and  in  every 
form  of  neuralgic  pain  wherever  it  may  occur. 

Central  or  Cerebral  Paralysis. 

This  has  been  usually  looked  upon  by  authors  as  not 
suited  to  galvanic  or,  rather,  electro-magnetic  treat¬ 
ment.  I  cannot,  however,  agree  with  this  view,  as  I 
think,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  that  this  form  of  para¬ 
lysis  yields  more  rapidly  to  treatment  than  confirmed 
spinal  paralysis.  The  following  interesting  instance  will 
bear  out  what  I  say,  for,  considering  the  age  of  the 
patient,  it  is  marvellous>  the  benefit  derived  by  treat¬ 
ment  : — ■ 

General  Sir  J.  H — — ,  Bart,-— This  gentleman,  77 years 
of  age,  twelve  months  before  I  was  consulted,  after 
having  stood  in  the  damp  in  his  garden,  had  what  is 
termed  a  seizure.  From  this  he  eventually  recovered, 
with  the  loss  of  the  use  of  his  left  hand  and  arm,  and 
weakness  in  the  left  leg.  The  latter  recovered  tolerably 
well,  but  the  arm  remained  useless.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  I  saw  him  ;  and  in  spite  of  his  age  I  thought,  from 
the  general  tone  of  his  system,  from  his  great  flow  of 
spirits,  from  his  anxiety  for  a  cure,  and  from  his  happy 
temperament  generally,,  that  some  relief  might  be 
obtained.  I  therefore  undertook  the  case  with  tolerable 
hopes  of  success. 

Daily  the  various  muscles  of  the  shoulder,  arm,  and 
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liand  were  excited  to  contract  by  electro-magnetism. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  days  the  contraction  in  the 
muscles  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  has  never  since 
returned.  On  the  tenth  day  the  patient  involuntarily, 
on  rising  from  his  chair,  assisted  himself  with  his  left 
hand;  also,  at  meals,  he  occasionally  made  use  of  it. 
He  went  on  gradually  improving  until  he  could  exercise 
the  hand,  and  after  a  month  he  was  enabled  to  hold  his 
•cards  and  fork. 

.  * 

Paralysis  Following  Sciatica, 

Mr.  M— — ,  the  well-known  veterinary  surgeon,  con¬ 
sulted  me  last  year  for  a  very  severe  sciatica  of  the  left 
leg,  from  which  he  had  been  suffering  for  three  months, 
and  for  which  he  could  get  no  relief,  the  pain,  of  a  very 
acute  kind,  darting  down  the  sciatic  nerve  to  the  foot; 
he  complained  that  he  had  not  had  two  hours  consecu¬ 
tive  sleep  for  three  months,  and  that  he  was  nearly  worn 
out  with  pain  and  fatigue.  He  certainly  appeared 
much  worn,  and  had  evidently  suffered  much  pain.  He 
was  very  lame,  and  the  leg  was  no  use  to  him,  as  he 
could  not  bend  it,  or  bear  his  weight  upon  it.  The 
right  leg  was  unaffected,  and  he  managed  to  get  on 
with  this  leg  and  a  stick.  He  had  been  treated  medi¬ 
cinally  with  alteratives,  antacids,  &c.,  and  his  diet  had 
been  properly  attended  to.  He  had  also  tried  all  the 
known  nostrums,  which  friends  so  readily  press  upon 
the  afflicted  as  infallible. 

Considering  the  case  to  be  one  of  pure  neuralgia, 
requiring  only  the  continuous  voltaic  current  to  be 
passed  through  the  nerve  in  large  quantities  to  bring  it 
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back  to  its  normal  state,  I  at  once  applied  a  current  from 
a  120  elementary  battery. 

Mr.  M - called  on  me  the  next  day,  stating  that  he 

had  had  no  pain  since  the  application,  and  that  he  had 
slept  the  whole  night.  I,  however,  again  applied  the 
current  from  the  battery,  and  as  a  precautionary  mea¬ 
sure  continued  this  for  a  fortnight;  but  he  had  no  return 
of  pain,  and  after  a  few  applications  of  the  interrupted 
electro  magnetic  current,  to  stimulate  to  contraction 
the  partially  paralysed  muscles,  he  rapidly  regained  the 
use  of  the  limb,  and  in  about  a  fortnight  was  perfectly 
well,  and  had  quite  lost  his  lameness. 

Occasionally  one  sees  a  case  of  paralysis  of  the  leg 
following  sciatica  of  long  standing,  where  the  pain  has 
ceased,  perhaps,  for  months,  or  even  years,  and  where 
the  patient  has  not  recovered  the  use  of  the  leg.  There 
is  generally  much  wasting  of  the  unused  muscles,  and 
some  time  is  required  to  effect  a  perfect  cure. 

The  following  case  came  under  my  notice  in  my 
hospital  practice,  and  is  worthy  of  record  : — 

W -  P - ,  5,  Buckingham  Street,  Pimlico. — - 

Paralysis  of  the  right  leg  of  two  years’  standing,  follow¬ 
ing  sciatica — has  still  some  pain  in  the  leg:  the  cold¬ 
ness  of  the  limb  was  remarkable ;  it  had  also  wasted 
considerably,  and  it  was  stiff  and  useless. 

Treatment.— A  voltaic  band  to  be  worn  from  the  back 
to  the  foot,  wound  round  the  leg,  and  retained  in  posi¬ 
tion  by  the  band.  A  powerful  current  from  a  battery 
to  be  applied  by  means  of  a  metallic  surface  to  the 
limb,  direct  current.  This  at  once  produced  a  return 
of  circulation  and  warmth.  By  continuing  the  treat¬ 
ment  for  a  fortnight  he  was  quite  cured,  and  could  walk 
to  and  from  the  hospital  with  comfort  and  ease. 
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This  is  a  remarkable  case,  from  the  length  of  time 
the  patient  had  lost  the  use  of  the  limb — namely, 
two  years,  and  from  the  extent  of  the  paralysis,  from 
the  wasting  and  peculiar  coldness  of  the  surface,  as  also 
from  the  rapidity  of  the  cure.  It  appeared  that  on 
inducing  circulation  in  the  skin  a  reflex  effect  had  been 
produced  upon  the  muscles  through  the  cord,  for  a 
return  of  power  was  almost  immediate  upon  a  return  of 
warmth  to  the  surface. 

I  could  relate  fifty  such  cases  as  the  above  having  a 
like  result,  but  these  two  are  sufficient  to  point  out  the 
nature  of  the  treatment. 

Case  of  Complete  General  Paralysis  Cure. 

Treated  with  the  Aid  of  the  Continuous  Galvanic  Current «, 

Complete  general  paralysis  is  an  uncommon  affec¬ 
tion,  of  which  I  have  seen  but  few  cases  in  the  course  of 
my  practice  ;  the  following  "was  the  result  of  profuse 
haemorrhage  after  childbirth,  and  was  cured  with  the 
aid  of  the  continuous  galvanic  current.  In  no  author 
to  whom  I  have  referred  do  I  find  any  mention  of 
paralysis  as  a  result  of  haemorrhage  after  childbirth, 
neither  does  any  practitioner  to  whom  I  have  spoken 
remember  to  have  seen  such  a  case.  The  following 

may  therefore  be  considered  to  be  unique  : — Mrs.  L - 

w7as  confined  early  in  January,  1861,  and  suffered  from 
most  profuse  haemorrhage — this  brought  her  nearly 
to  death’s  door,  and  it  was  only  from  the  constant 
watchfulness  and  attention  of  her  husband,  a  physician, 
aided  by  the  advice  of  Sir  Charles  Locock,  that  she 
rallied  so  far  that  her  life  was  out  of  danger,  but  left 


4§ 


Cases — Total  Paralysis. 


in  a  state  of  extreme  prostration,  and  totally  paralysed, 
•with  the  exception  of  the  head,  so  much  so  that  she 
was  unaware  when  her  motions  passed,  and  when  her 
bladder  was  emptied ;  she  had  also  some  difficulty  in 
swallowing,  from  partial  paralysis  of  the  pharynx. 

On  May  gth,  sixteen  weeks  after  her  confinement,  I, 
by  the  advice  of  Sir  Charles  Locock,  was  consulted  by 

Dr.  L - upon  the  case,  and  upon  seeing  Mrs.  L - 

gave  a  decided  and  most  favourable  prognosis;  for  look¬ 
ing  upon  the  paralysis  as  the  result  of  extreme  prostra¬ 
tion  from  loss  of  blood,  and  not  considering  that  there 
was  any  actual  organic  disease,  merely  loss  of  nervous 
energy  from  insufficient  nutrition,  I  looked  upon  the 
continuous  galvanic  current  as  specific. 

I  found,  upon  examination,  total  loss  of  voluntary 
motion  in  both  arms  and  legs — not  the  slightest  power 
whatever ;  loss  of  muscular  consciousness,  so  that  she 
was  unaware  where  her  arms  and  legs  lay  unless  she 
saw  them  ;  numbness  to  a  great  extent  in  all  limbs,  and 
a  great  sense  of  weight  in  the  abdomen ;  no  power 
whatever  over  the  sphincters,  and  unconscious  of  the 
calls  of  nature.  Pulse  extremely  feeble  and  very  slow, 
seldom  rising  to  forty  beats  in  the  minute.  The 
treatment  I  recommended  was  constant  nutritious  food, 
wine  or  beer,  to  be  administered  every  two  hours,  and 
at  night  when  awake.  I  find  this  necessary  in  all  cases 
of  extreme  prostration,  if  tends  much  to  induce  sleep. 
The  application  of  a  voltaic  apparatus  to  be  worn  down 
the  spine,  and  across  the  abdomen,  and  the  application, 
twice  daily,  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  of  a  continuous 
voltaic  current  of  120  elements — direct  current,  that  is 
rto  say,  from  the  spine  to  the  limbs. 

On  May  26th,  eight  days  after  she  had  commenced  the 
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treatment  by  galvanism,  Dr.  L - writes  to  say  that 

“  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  I  can  send  you  an 

improved  account  of  Mrs.  L - ,  and  that  she  herself 

has  great  confidence  in  the  powers  of  the  galvanic 
process  you  kindly  suggested;  she  can  lift  both  arms, 
and  has  more  feeling  in  the  fingers,  which  last,  indeed, 
are  always  tingling  instead  of  being  insensible  ;  the 
abdominal  muscles  have  gained  much  power;  she  is 
also  conscious  now  when  the  bowels  act,  and  has  the 
natural  feeling  when  the  bladder  wants  to  be  evacuated. 
The  thighs  continue  to  be  heavy,  and  are  very  tender, 
so  are  the  feet,  which  last,  however,  have  taken  to 
tingling,  which  she  hopes  is  a  good  sign.” 

It  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  the  result  of 
•eight  days’  treatment,  after  sixteen  weeks  with  no 
improvement.  I  always  notice  that  tingling  is  a  satis¬ 
factory  symptom  in  paralysis. 

June  2nd,  Dr.  L - writes : — “  There  has  not  been  such 

progress  as  during  the  first  week;  the  legs  and  feet  are 
utterly  powerless,  that  there  must  be  some  time  before 
we  can  hope  to  make  any  impression  upon  them  ;  the 
feet  are  now  so  tender  and  painful  that  she  can  hardly 
bear  them  to  be  touched.” 

June  12th. — “  The  use  of  the  arms,  so  far  as  move¬ 
ments  are  concerned,  is  nearly  restored  ;  she  can,  how¬ 
ever,  not  bear  the  slightest  weight  upon  them,  and  the 
fingers  refuse  still  to  hold  a  spoon,  &c.  The  weight  in 
the  abdomen  has  gone,  the  weight  in  the  thighs  is 
much  less,  as  also  is  the  tenderness  everywhere.  She 
can  draw  up  both  legs  when  in  the  recumbent  position, 
although  she  cannot  retain  them  so ;  she  can  also  swing 
the  legs  when  they  hang  in  a  sitting  posture  ;  the  feet 
are  very  powerless,  and  are  drawn  at  the  ankles  by  the 
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tendons  of  the  heel,  and  drop  somewhat  like  talipes  ;  she 
has  not  the  smallest  power  of  standing,  not  an  approach 
to  it,  still  I  think  even  these — the  legs  and  feet— have 
improved  somewhat  during  the  last  week  ;  she  is  greatly 
better  in  health.”  .  .  .  .  “  I  am  using  both  batteries,, 
as  you  suggested,  an  hour  twice  a  day,  divided  between 
arms,  thighs,  and  legs  ;  she  feels  it  now  sharply  at 
times  in  the  arms  and  at  the  ankles.” 

July  3rd. — “  Mrs.  L — —  has  steadily  improved  since  I 
last  wrote.  I  was  enabled  to  move  her  to  her  father’s 
house  more  than  a  fortnight  ago— she  was  carried  down 
stairs  in  a  sling  and  placed  in  an  easy  carriage,  was  none 
the  worse  for  the  ride,  is  still  staying  there,  and  has 
gained  much  by  the  change ;  she  has  quite  recovered 
the  use  of  her  arms,  even  so  as  to  raise  her  own  weight 
by  resting  on  them,  whilst  the  nimblest  movements 
of  the  fingers  are  restored,  so  as  to  let  her  do  needle¬ 
work,  knitting,  &c. ;  she  cannot  as  yet  stand,  but  she 
means  to  try  in  a  day  or  two ;  all  mere  lifting  move¬ 
ments  of  the  legs  she  can  manage  very  tolerably,  and 
can  shift  their  position  as  she  pleases.” 

July  28th.- — “  .  .  .  but  she  cannot  walk,  and  can 

hardly  stand  when  leaning  on  a  chair ;  in  all  other  parts 
the  paralysis  has  gone.  .  .  .  The  pulse  is  still  never 

more  than  forty-four  in  a  minute.  .  .  .  You  would, 

I  think,  be  surprised  as  well  as  pleased  to  see  how 
wonderfully  Mrs.  L - has  improved  under  your  treat¬ 

ment  ;  in  fact,  excepting  that  she  can  neither  walk  nor 
stand,  and  the  pulse  so  low,  there  is  nothing  morbid 
discoverable  in  her.  Sir  Charles  Locock  saw  her  the 
day  before  yesterday ;  he  was  delighted  to  find  her  so 
well.” 

August  gth.— “  She  can  now  walk  about  without  any 
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assistance,  and  can  get  up  and  down  stairs  with  the  aid 
of  an  arm ;  the  feet  are  still  tender,  and  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  legs  are  not  very  nimble,  but  every  day 
brings  an  improvement  in  these  points.  Her  general 
health  and  strength  keep  pace  with  the  local  amend¬ 
ment.  I  should  think  you  could  seldom  have  had  a  case 
which  so  undeniably  exhibits  the  value  of  the  ‘  continuous 
galvanic  current  ’  as  recommended  by  you.” 

This  is  the  last  letter  I  received  from  Dr.  L - . 

Mrs.  L - has  perfectly  and  completely  recovered,  and 

is  now  quite  well. 

Thus,  in  three  months,  this  most  interesting  and  most 
distressing  case  of  complete  general  paralysis  was 
perfectly  cured  with  the  aid  of  the  “  continuous  galvanic 
current ;  ”  the  case  speaks  for  itself,  and  requires  no 
further  comment  from  me. 


Spinal  Irritation. 

This  name  is  given  to  a  series  of  cases  of  deep 
importance,  and  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the  thought¬ 
ful  physician,  for  the  same  series  of  symptoms  may 
arise  from  almost  any  cause,  however  different  in  their 
nature.  Irritability  of  the  spinal  marrow  is  evinced  in 
cramps  of  muscles,  spasms,  painful  spots  ;  a  portion  of 
skin  may  appear  scalding,  or  itching,  and  to  such  an 
intolerable  degree  as  to  cause  the  sufferer  to  roll  on 
the  ground,  and  scream  with  the  intensity  of  the  irrita¬ 
tion  ;  a  portion  of  the  skin  may  feel  raw,  or  ulcerated, 
or  a  continual  gnawing  may  be  experienced. 

I  know  one  patient  who  was  to  all  intents  paralysed 
from  irritability  of  the  cord,  for  he  could  hardly  move  a 
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muscle  in  his  body  voluntarily,  and  yet  they  jerked 
and  were  cast  about  in  the  most  fearful  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  manner  involuntarily.  Pains  in  the  back  are 
complained  of — relieved  by  bending  forward,  or  being 
rubbed  ;  hypochondriacal  or  hysterical  symptoms  are 
frequently,  in  fact  I  may  almost  say  always,  connected 
with  this  irritability  of  the  cord,  and  for  that  reason 
many  physicians  assert  that  it  is  all  fancy  ;  but  this  is 
not  so,  there  is  always  some  real  disorder  of  the  nervous 
system  which  gives  rise  to  this  peculiar  symptom  ;  have 
talent  enough  to  discover  that,  and  you  cure  your 
patient ;  fail,  and  you  must  resort  to  the  assertion  64  that 
it  is  all  fancy,  caused  by  diseased  imagination  :  change 
of  air  and  scene  will  cure  the  case.” 

Now,  I  have  had  too  many  of  these  cases  not  to  know 
that  if  you  can  hit  upon  the  right  cause,  difficult  I  grant, 
but  still  if  you  can  manage  to  discover  the  cause  of  the 
irritation,  the  organ  that  is  in  fault,  then  you  may  rapidly 
cure  the  patient ;  and  it  is  not  to  the  spine  or  the  cord 
itself  that  our  attention  must  be  turned,  but  to  some 
remote  organ,  which,  by  reflection,  is  producing  these 
obscure  symptoms.  As  there  are  as  many  causes  of 
spinal  irritation  as  there  are  nerves  entering  the  cord, 
I  can  only  give  a  few  cases  to  illustrate  the  method  of 
diagnosis  and  treatment ;  and  I  must  say  that  it  requires 
the  most  searching  enquiries,  and  the  gravest  attention 
and  study,  frequently  to  discover  the  hidden  cause. 

The  Rev.  M . — This  gentleman  complained  princi¬ 
pally  of  the  most  severe  cramps  and  scalding  sensation  in 
the  little  and  ring-finger  of  the  left  hand,  and  of  the  outer 
side  of  the  right  leg  ;  coming  on  at  stated  intervals  of  from 
five  to  ten  minutes,  and  lasting  as  many  seconds  ;  some 
days  they  were  very  much  more  severe  than  others,  but 
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never  altogether  absent ;  his  life  had  become  a  burden. 
He  had  procured  my  work  “On  Nervous  Affections,” 
from  which  he  had  obtained  many  useful  hints,  particu¬ 
larly  as  to  diet ;  he  had  profited  by  them  so  much  as  to 
be  almost  cured  of  his  indigestion,  and  other  extraneous 
symptoms,  but  not  the  cramps.  He  therefore  came  up 
from  the  country  to  place  himself  under  my  care. 

I  discovered  that  he  had  great  difficulty  in  holding  his 
water  ;  in  fact,  he  frequently  was  unable  to  do  so  ;  that 
he  had  a  discharge  from  the  urethra;  that,  when  at 
College,  debility  in  the  genito-urinary  organ  was 
shadowed  forth.  Upon  endeavouring  to  pass  an 
instrument,  the  scalding  was  so  excruciating  as  to  be 
totally  unbearable,  I  therefore  passed  it  after  placing 
him  under  chloroform  ;  and  this  I  did  ten  times,  when 
I  found  that  I  could  pass  the  instrument  without 
creating  much  pain.  The  continuous  galvanic  current 
quite  removed  the  cramps,  but  not  affecting  the  part  at 
fault ;  I  was  obliged  to  resort  to  the  urethral  instrument 
as  an  aid. 

In  three  weeks,  with  this  combined  treatment,  to¬ 
gether  with  tonics,  he  had  quite  recovered,  both  in 
health  and  spirits  ;  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  never 
felt  ease  for  the  eight  previous  years.  He  now  gladly 
returned  to  the  country. 

Miss  G - . — Spasms,  very  much  resembling  epilepsy, 

every  month ;  the  head  thrown  to  one  side  ;  the  body 
bowed ;  and  semi-stupor,  followed  by  sleep.  This 
affection  was  connected  with  periodical  irritation  of  the 
left  ovary. 

Treatment. — To  wear  a  voltaic  apparatus  from  spine 
to  ovary ;  inverse  current  between  the  periods ;  at  the 
time  an  anodyne  draught  and  injection.  This  had  the 
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desired  effect,  and  she  was,  and  has  remained,  perfectly 
well  ever  since  (three  years). 

Mrs.  L.  T - . — Chronic  inflammation  of  the  lining 

membrane  of  the  v/omb  and  bladder,  with  spinal 
irritation  transmitted  ;  constant  desire  to  pass  water, 
with  bearing  down  pains ;  pains  down  the  thigh  to  the 
knee ;  weight  and  oppression  in  the  loins ;  frequent 
bilious  attacks,  with  costiveness  ;  had  suffered  much, 
and  undergone  much  treatment  with  only  temporary 
benefit. 

The  neck  of  the  womb  had  been  ulcerated,  and  had 
been  cauterised  frequently,  and  was  healed,  but  there 
was  a  want  of  elasticity  about  it  that  was  unnatural. 
Daily  to  have  passed  the  powerful  continuous  current 
from  spine  to  lumbar  regions  by  means  of  the  galvanic 
bath. 

I  can  hardly  say  how  rapid  was  the  cure  in  this  case. 
Considering  the  long-standing  irritation,  the  extreme 
pain  and  annoyance  undergone,  the  relief  wras  so 
marked  and  immediate  that  the  patient  could  hardly 
believe  in  her  good  fortune. 


The  following  are  a  few  of  very  many 
criticisms  of  the  Press,  which  appeared  on  the 
subject  of  the  Lecture  at  the  Inns  of  Court 
Hotel : — 

From  the  Standard,  March  14 ih. 

Experiments  in  Medical  Electricity  This  Day. — 
This  afternoon,  in  the  Inns  of  Court  Arbitration  Room, 
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Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  Mr.  Harry  Lobb  gave,  before 
an  audience  largely  composed  of  scientific  gentlemen, 
some  experiments  and  demonstrations,  with  the  latest 
improvements,  in  medical  electrical  batteries.  Before 
■essaying  these  experiments,  Mr.  Lobb,  speaking,  as 
he  said,  from  an  experience  of  twenty  years,  explained 
that  his  object  was  to  remove  a  few  misconcep¬ 
tions  which  existed  in  the  public  mind  with  regard 
to  the  efficacy  of  medical  electricity.  In  this  country 
the  medical  profession  had  not  taken  up  the 
subject  with  that  vigour  which  its  importance  de¬ 
served,  although  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  Cavendish, 
Faraday,  Dr.  G.  Bird  and  others  had  recognised  its 
value.  In  America,  France,  and  Germany  medical 
electricity  was  regarded  with  much  favour.  The  main 
object  of  these  demonstrations  was,  if  possible,  to  infuse 
some  activity  into  the  investigation  and  use  of  this 
science,  and  counteract  the  present  hostility  of  the 
English  medical  profession  to  its  employment.  Mr. 
Lobb  then  proceeded  to  describe  the  two  batteries  he 
recommended  for  medical  purposes,  the  “  constant 
current”  and  “electro-magnetic,”  afterwards  showing 
some  experiments,  such  as  the  decomposition  of  water 
Into  its  component  gases,  and  the  contraction  of  the 
muscles  by  the  interrupted  current — the  latter  experi¬ 
ment  being  performed  on  the  wrist  of  a  gentleman  pre¬ 
sent  who  volunteered  for  the  purpose.  The  most 
striking  example  was  that  of  causing  movements,  which 
the  animal  when  alive  could  voluntarily  perform,  upon 
the  severed  head  of  a  bull,  by  means  of  the  electrical 
currents.  The  head  of  a  recently  slaughtered  bull  was 
placed  on  the  table  before  the  lecturer,  who  pre¬ 
mised  that  every  motion  which  the  animal  could  make 
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during  life  could  be  reproduced  under  the  influence  of 
the  current.  The  object  of  the  experiment  was  to  show 
the  power  obtainable  over  the  muscles  in  death,  but 
paralysed  muscles  were  more  easily  contracted  than 
when  under  the  influence  of  the  will.  In  the  present 
experiment,  the  muscles  about  the  mouth  moved  freely, 
and  the  eyes  opened  and  shut,  and  the  experiment  was 
acknowledged  by  the  company  to  be  successful.  Mr* 
Lobb  concluded  with  an  enumeration  of  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system  most  readily  yielding  to  electrical  treat¬ 
ment,  and  the  demonstration  terminated  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  lecturer. 

From  the  Morning  Advertiser,  March  15,  1877. 

Experiments  in  Medical  Electricity. — Yesterday 
afternoon,  in  the  Inns  of  Court  Arbitration  Room,  Inns 
of  Court  Hotel,  Lincolrds  Inn  Fields,  Mr.  Harry  Lobb 
gave,  before  an  audience  largely  composed  of  scientific 
gentlemen,  some  experiments  and  demonstrations,  with 
the  latest  improvements,  in  medical  electrical  batteries* 
Before  essaying  these  experiments  Mr.  Lobb,  speakings 
as  he  said,  from  an  experience  of  twenty  years,  explained 
that  his  object  was  to  remove  a  few  misconceptions 
which  existed  in  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  the 
efficacy  of  medical  electricity.  In  this  country  the 
medical  profession  had  hot  taken  up  the  subject  with 
that  vigour  which  its  importance  deserved,  although  Sir 
Humphrey  Davy,  Cavendish,  Faraday,  Dr.  G.  Bird,  and 
others  had  recognised  its  value.  In  America,  France, 
and  Germany  medical  electricity  was  regarded  with 
much  favour.  The  main  object  of  these  demonstrations 
was,  if  possible,  to  infuse  some  activity  into  the  investi- 
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gation  and  use  of  this  science,  and  counteract  the 
present  hostility  of  the  English  medical  profession  to  its 
employment.  Mr.  Lobb  then  proceeded  to  describe  the 
batteries,  and  recommended  for  medical  purposes  the 
“  constant  current”  and  “  electro-magnetic,”  afterwards 
showing  some  experiments,  such  as  the  decomposition 
of  water  into  its  component  gases,  and  the  contraction 
of  the  muscles  by  the  interrupted  current — the  latter 
experiment  being  performed  on  the  wrist  of  a  gentleman 
present  who  volunteered  for  the  purpose.  The  most 
striking  example  was  that  of  causing  movements  which, 
the  animal  when  alive  could  voluntarily  perform  upon 
the  severed  head  of  a  bull  by  means  of  the  electrical 
currents.  The  head  of  a  recently  slaughtered  bull  was 
then  placed  on  the  table  before  the  lecturer,  who  pre¬ 
mised  that  every  motion  which  the  animal  could  make 
during  life  could  be  reproduced  under  the  influence  of 
the  current.  The  object  of  the  experiment  was  to  show 
the  power  obtainable  over  the  muscles  in  death,  but 
paralysed  muscles  were  more  easily  contracted  than 
when  under  the  influence  of  the  will.  In  the  present 
experiment  the  muscles  about  the  mouth  moved  freely,, 
and  the  eyes  opened  and  shut,  and  the  experiment  was 
acknowledged  by  the  company  to  be  successful.  Mr. 
Lobb  concluded  with  an  enumeration  of  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system  most  readily  yielding  to  electrical  treat¬ 
ment,  and  the  demonstration  terminated  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  lecturer. 

From  the  Echo,  March  15 th. 

Demonstrations  with  Electrical  Batteries. — 
Mr.  Harry  Lobb,  whose  name  is  well  known  in  connec- 
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tion  with  medical  electricity,  gave  some  interesting 
demonstrations  yesterday,  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Arbitra¬ 
tion  Room,  to  a  select  circle  of  cognoscenti .  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  had  devoted  a  long  time  to  the 
development  of  medical  electricity,  and  proceeded  to 
describe  the  two  batteries,  recommending  for  medical 
purposes  the  “  constant  current  and  electro-magnetic.” 
Some  exceedingly  interesting  experiments  were  given, 
as  the  decomposition  of  water  into  its  component  gases, 
and  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  by  the  interrupted 
current ;  but  the  most  striking  example  was  that  of 
causing  every  conceivable  motion  which  the  animal 
alive  could  voluntarily  perform,  upon  the  severed  head 
of  a  fine  bull,  by  means  of  the  electrical  currents.  Mr. 
Lobb  concluded  an  attractive  address  with  a  short 
account  of  those  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  most 
readily  yielding  to  electrical  treatment. 

From  the  Tatler,  March  17 ih. 

I  was  not  merely  diverted  at  a  recent  lecture  of 
Mr.  Harry  Lobb,  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel,  on 
Medical  Electricity,  to  observe  the  involuntary  con¬ 
tortions  of  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  who  allowed 
himself  to  be  exhibited  under  the  influence  of  a  baby 
Leclanche  battery,  but  I  left  the  daylight  seance  with  a 
far  stronger  conviction  than  heretofore  of  the  value  of 
the  agency  in  the  treatment  of  a  variety  of  fleshly  ills. 
Several  amateurs  offered  themselves  as  subjects ;  but 
the  piece  de  resistance  was  certainly  the  head  of  a  freshly 
killed  ox,  half  an  hour  from  the  shambles.  This  being 
placed  in  contact  was  so  galvanised  as  to  open  and  close 
the  eyelids  and  nostrils,  through  the  operation  of  the 
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yet  warm  muscles.  The  difference  between  healthy  life 
and  death  appears  to  be  the  presence  or  absence  of  will 
governing  harmonious,  rhythmic,  muscular  action ; 
and,  as  long  as  decomposition  has  not  occurred, 
although  galvanism  cannot  supply  the  former,  it  may 
partially  induce  the  latter.  A  good  deal  of  light  was 
thrown  on  the  subject  by  different  speakers,  among 
whom  Mr.  Howard  Paul  detailed  his  experience  of 
severe  rheumatism  cured  by  electricity  when  all  else 
had  failed.  It  was  elicited  that  while  Drs.  Duchenne, 
in  France,  and  Remac,  in  Germany,  held  classes  of 
medical  -  electricity,  and  it  is  a  large  profession  in 
America,  nothing  material  in  that  direction  has  been 
done  among  ourselves  since  the  lamented  death  of  Dr. 
Golding  Bird,  years  ago.  In  a  speech,  voting  well- 
deserved  thanks  to  the  lecturer,  Mr.  Joseph  Newton, 
C.E.,  dwelt  forcibly  on  the  duty  of  all  present  who 
could  sympathise  with  the  miseries  of  the  rheumatic, 
the  helpless,  and  the  partly  paralysed,  to  impress  on 
those  they  could  influence  the  propriety  of  a  wider 
recognition  of  medical  galvanism.  Taking  Mr.  New¬ 
ton’s  hint,  efflavi  animam;  but  I  can  give  no  more  space 
to  the  topic  than  may  serve  to  tell  that  Mr.  Lobb’s 
batteries  are  the  best  things  of  the  kind  I  have  seen, 
and  that  he  discourses  on  them  interestingly. 

From  the  Rock,  March  1 6th. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel, 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Felds,  Mr.  Harry  Lobb  gave  an  interesting 
address  “On  the  Application  of  Electricity  as  a  Medical 
Agent.”  Several  experiments  were  performed  in  illus¬ 
tration  of  Mr.  Lobb’s  remarks,  which  were  well  received 
by  a  large  company. 
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From  tlu  Penny  Illustrated  Paper,  March  24 th. 

Medical  Electricity. — An  interesting  series  of  ex¬ 
periments  in  medical  electricity  was  given  by  Dr.  Lobb, 
on  Wednesday  last  week,  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel. 
The  object  of  the  lecture  was  to  show  the  applicability  of 
electricity  as  a  curative  power.  The  lecture  was  illus¬ 
trated  by  a  number  of  experiments.  A  discussion 
followed,  in  which  Mr.  Howard  Paul  and  others  took 
part,  and  Mr.  Paul  testified  to  the  beneficial  effects 
which  he  had  himself  derived  from  Dr.  Lobb’s  process. 

From  Sunday  Times,  March  17 th,  1877. 

Mr.  Harry  Lobb  gave  some  interesting  demonstra¬ 
tions  in  medical  electricity  on  Tuesday  last  in  the  Inns 
of  Court  Arbitration  Room.  He  also  gave  an  attractive 
address,  with  a  short  account  of  those  diseases  of  the 
nervous  system  most  readily  yielding  to  electrical  treat¬ 
ment. 

From  the  Weekly  Budget,  March  24 th,  1877. 

“  Nervous  Diseases  Curable  by  Medical  Elec¬ 
tricity”  was  made  the  subject  of  a  practical  and 
experimental  lecture  by  Dr.  Harry  Lobb,  of  Sackville 
Street,  Piccadilly,  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Arbitration 
Room,  Holborn,  last  week.  With  the  aid  of  a  battery, 
Dr.  Lobb  decomposed  water  into  its  elementary  gases, 
thus  proving  its  electric  qualities  ;  and  then,  with  the 
same  instrument,  he  practised  on  the  head  of  a  fine  bull, 
which  had  been  severed  from  the  body,  making  the 
nerves  and  muscles  perform  every  function  which  might 
have  been  done  by  the  living  beast,  thus  proving  how 
much  the  vital  force  is  dependent  on  electricity. 
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From  the  South  London  Press,  March  20 th,  1877. 

Nervous  Afflictions  and  Medical  Electricity. — > 
Medical  electricity,  more  especially  for  nervous  diseases, 
Is  gradually  developing  into  a  recognised  science,  and 
must  ultimately  be  adopted  by  the  faculty.  The 
pioneer  in  this  phase  of  medical  science,  Dr.  Harry 
Lobb,  of  31,  Sackville  Street,  Piccadilly,  who  has  written 
some  deeply-interesting  works  on  the  subject,  and 
challenged  the  profession  to  combat  his  views,  which 
are  backed-up  by  experiments  and  a  successful  practice, 
invited  upwards  of  100  gentlemen,  representing  all  grades 
of  society,  to  witness  some  remarkable  experiments 
with  his  batteries,  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Arbitration 
Room,  Holborn.  Numbers  of  patients  who  had  the 
strongest  reasons  for  being  grateful  for  restoration  from 
a  shattered  condition  consequent  on  nervous  prostration, 
and  many  others  eager  to  learn  the  philosophy  of 
medical  electricity,  were  present.  Mr.  Lobb  explained 
that  he  had  devoted  many  years  to  the  development  of 
this  phase  of  electric  science,  and  then  put  his  batteries 
in  motion,  and  first  showed  the  true  electric  quality  by 
decomposingwater  into  its  component  gases.  This  having 
been  proved,  the  logical  sequence  was  naturally  that  of 
operating  with  the  same  instruments  on  the  nervous 
system.  The  head  of  a  fine  bull,  which  had  been 
severed  from  the  animal,  was  practised  upon,  and  every 
action  of  the  nerves  and  muscles  which  could  have  been 
witnessed  in  the  living  head  was  caused  by  the  electric 
force,  which  force  Mr.  Lobb  described  as  the  chief 
motive  power  of  life.  The  lecturer  then  described 
various  nervous  diseases  which  flesh  is  heir  to,  and 
quoted  numbers  of  cases  which  he  had  treated,  showing 
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which  of  them  yielded  most  readily  to  electric  power. 
The  address  was  intensely  interesting.  At  a  subsequent 
conversazione  of  a  portion  of  the  audience,  at  which  the 
subject  formed  the  chief  item  of  discussion,  a  patient  of 
Dr.  Lobb  testified  the  fact  that  a  few  years  ago  he,  then 
utterly  prostrated  through  an  overstrain  by  mental 
work,  placed  himself  under  the  lecturer’s  care,  the 
result  of  which  was  that  he  had  been  restored  to  sound 
and  vigorous  health. 

From  the  London  Scottish  Journal,  March  17 th. 

Electrical  Batteries. — Mr.  Harry  Lobb,  who  has 
identified  himself  so  much  with  medical  electricity,  gave 
some  most  interesting  demonstrations  on  Wednesday,  at 
the  Inns  of  Court  Arbitration  Room,  to  a  select  circle  of 
cognoscenti.  After  describing  the  two  batteries  he 
recommends  for  medical  purposes-— namely,  his  “  con¬ 
stant  current”  and  “electro-magnetic” — he  showed 
some  exceedingly  interesting  experiments,  as  the 
decomposition  of  water  into  its  component  gases,  and 
the  contraction  of  the  muscles  by  the  interrupted 
current ;  but  the  most  striking  example  was  that  of 
causing  every  conceivable  motion,  which  the  animal 
when  alive  could  voluntarily  perform,  upon  the  severed 
head  of  a  fine  bull,  by  means  of  the  electrical  currents. 
This,  he  stated,  was  a  favourite  demonstration  of  his 
godfather,  the  late  Dr.  Pereira ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  great  improvements  which  had  been  made  in 
batteries,  could  now  be  performed  with  much  greater 
facility  and  certainty.  Mr.  Lobb  stated  that  he  had  as 
much  command  over  the  muscles  of  a  paralysed  limb  as 
he  had  over  those  of  the  severed  head.  He  concluded 
a  very  attractive  address  with  a  short  account  of  those 
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diseases  of  the  nervous  system  most  readily  yielding  to 
electrical  treatment.  There  were  present  many  well- 
known  literary  men  and  men  of  science. 

From  the  Warehouseman  and  Draper’s  Journal, 

March  17  th. 

Mr.  Harry  Lobe,  who  has  given  great  attention  for 
many  years  to  medical  electricity,  gave  a  lecture  to  the 
members  of  the  Press  and  medical  men  on  Wednesday, 
the  14th  inst.,  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel.  The  subject 
is  one  which  has  been  much  neglected  in  this  country, 
although  extensively  practised  in  France,  Germany,  and 
America.  The  large  arbitration  room  of  the  hotel  was 
wrell  filled.  A-  number  of  interesting  experiments  were 
made  by  Mr.  Lobb,  both  on  gentlemen  present  and  on  a 
large  bull’s  head,  which  one  of  the  waiters  brought  into 
the  room  and  placed  on  a  table.  The  muscles  of  the 
eyes  and  mouth  were  acted  upon  by  electricity,  and  per¬ 
formed  their  functions  just  the  same  as  in  life.  We 
were  assured  that  perfect  cures  were  made  by  the 
agency  of  electricity  in  cases  of  neuralgia,  lumbago,  rheu¬ 
matism,  sciatica,  &c.  One  gentleman  rose  in  the  room 
and  stated  he  had  visited  several  noted  baths  in  Ger¬ 
many  for  the  cure  of  rheumatism,  and  had  even  gone  to 
California  for  the  same  purpose,  but  at  none  of  them 
had  he  derived  such  benefit  as  he  had  done  from  elec¬ 
tricity.  We  believe  this  curative  art  is  quite  in  its 
infancy  in  England.  It  is  a  wonder  it  is  not  more  prac¬ 
tised,  particularly  when  we  see  so  many  suffering  so  in¬ 
tensely  around  us.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Harry  Lobb 
devoted  himself  to  the  study  and  practice  of  medical 
electricity  twenty  years  ago,  at  the  earnest  request  of 
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Dr.  Locock.  He  has  two  medical  batteries,  one  for 
nervous  and  the  other  for  muscular  affections.  To  any 
of  our  numerous  readers  suffering  from  either  of  these 
complaints  we  certainly  recommend  a  trial ;  it  is  sure 
mot  to  kill  if  it  does  not  effect  a  cure. 

From  the  Temperance  Record,  March  22nd. 

Electricity  and  Nervous  Disease. — In  an  address 
delivered  last  week  at  the  Inns  of  Court  Hotel,  Mr. 
Harry  Lobb,  M.R.C.S.,  mentioned  several  cases  of 
paralysis  resulting  from  the  use  of  alcohol  and  tobacco 
which  had  been  brought  to  a  successful  issue  by  galvanic 
treatment. 
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